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Thank Heaven for Little Boys
The GOP makes a sexploitation play on the
Hill.

By David Plotz
Posted TTiursday, May 27,1999, at 10:15 a.m. PT
^E-Mail This AfScte

It is, ofcourse, everypolitician's fentasy to discovo:
tfaflt an opponent molestschildren. But sincesuch
pedarastic revelations are (suzprisingly) lUre, pols
sometimes must settle for the next best thing: pretending
thai their opponent coddles child molesters. (Click here
for a spectacular examplefromthe 1998 electioiL)

The political benefits ofpedophilia have not been
lost on Washington's Republicans, whohave gimied up
not one but two child molestation contiovemies during
the past fewweeks. These tempests do notarisefromany
actual disagreement ovct pedophilia. Rather, they are
perfect casestudies in bowpoliticians febricate, then
profit from, an inflammatoryissue. (See also: Democrats
and Social Security, Demooats and Medicare, etc.)

The first controversybeginswiflia My 1998article
from Psychological Bulletin^ thejoumalof the Am«ican
PsychologicaLl Association, Riesearchers Bruce Rind of
Temple University, Philip Tromovitch of University of
Peonsyivania, andRobert Bausennan of University of
Midiiganre-examined 59 studies in which childsexual
abuse victims had been surve>^ as college students.
Theyconcluded thaivictims, especially boys, typically do
not suffer "intense psycholo^cal harm" from childhood
sexual abuse. The r^earchers also recommended
nhstnging the t^nsinology ofsexual abuse: An encounter
between a "willing" childandanadult^ould be called
"adult-child sex," not "child sexual abuse."

The study and its revolting linguistic suggestion
moldered awayin diegreatbibliographic graveyard until
it was brought to the attention ofradio nag Dr. Laura
Schlessing^ in March. The articlettos an easyand
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deserving target: Itpromoted the notion that an 8-year-
old child conld consent tosex. Author Bauserraan, it
tomcd out, had puhlisfaed inPaidihx: The Journal of
Pedophilia, aDutch, journal that &vors the Ic^li^tion of
SCT with children. And the North American Man/Boy
Love Association (NAMBLA) was trumpeting the article
on its Web site.

Dr.I^ura's crusade agmnst the APA study enlisted the
l^ons of the Christian li^: theFamily Research

Council, the Chiistiaii Coalition, Dr. James Dobson, Jerry
Powell, and the Traditional Values Coalition. The APA
distanced itselffrom the study, noting the association's long
record offitting pedophilia and ingi'gting ftat thearticle
does notmitigate theiilegality andimmorality of
pedophilia.

Inearly May, Hill conservatives deployed the APA
article as apolitical we^n. Led by House Majority Whip
Tom DeLay, R-Tcxas, 19 Rqrablican members ofCongress
haveintroduced a resolution to condemn the article and to
demandthat President Clintondo the same. The Houseis
expected tovote onthemeasure inmid-June. Si^porters of
the resolution say congressional condemnatioti will
discourage child molestere from citing the article intheir
legal defenses—not that there's any evidence that anyone has
done friaL

TheRepublican National Committee saw its
opportunity on May 12, iftdien White HouseI spokesman Joe LocJdiaot skirteda(Question about the

APA study by sayingthe White House had not reviewed
it (TheWhiteHousehas, ofcourse, denounced
pedophiha.) A week lat^, when Lockhart still had not
commented onthe study, the RNC blast-fescd a press
release congratulating the GOP for its brave stand and
slamming Clinton. Its headline: "White House Still
Spinning 'Sexual Relations'~As GOP Protects Minors
From Pedophile."

The Chnstianright's politicalexploitation ofthe
APA squabble r^es from the Traditional Values
Coalition's criticism of *Tiberal political advocacy...
laying the groundwork fiir thepermissibilityof child
molestation" to theFamily R^earchCouncil's loopy
axxmsarion that thepresident is frronting for pio-pedarasty
gay-rights activists. "There is an eeoie silence frxun the
White House. I think they areafraid ofojffending their
allies inthe homosexual ranks, since there isa strong
element ofsupportamonghomosexual activists for
lowering the age ofconsait," says PRC Senior Director
ofCultural Studies Robert
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Themainstream press has ignored the pedophilia
but Dr. Laura, talk radiohosts,and Christian
activistpublications have all tnmipeted die GOP^s

courage to the party's conservative base.
The conservatives have managed to cast thentodves as

thescourge ofpedophiles, insinuate diat diepresident is
softon pedophilia, andlinkClinton toa subibsa can^aign
to lowerdie ageofconsent—and all diisis based ona report
thatno onenoticed until theChristian rightuncovered it,
that no one in die White Houseseemsto haveread, jwvt
that noone rranotdy linked to theDemocratic Partyorthe
White House has ever oidorsed.

The second pedophilia scare has servedamore
pragmatic purpose: legislativebladcmail. Duiii^ the
past few weeks, the Ways and Means Committee has

been consideiing a $2.3 billionbill for die U.S. Customs
Service. Federal employee unions, Dranocratic monb^,
and the White House stronglyopposed a provision that
wouldlimitcertainkindsofoverthne payfc^customs
officers, hi the faceofthis opposition. Republicans
played the molester card. They added $10 million to the
legislation for customs to investigate Internet kiddie pom
traffickos. They also addedmon^ for drug interdiction.

Democrats on the omimittee endorsed die child-pom
and drug funding but votod against the bill in
subcommittee because ofthe overtime provisioiL Trade
SubcommitteeChairmanPhil Crane, R-IU., immediately
accused the minority party ofgiving aid and comfort to
molestere, "Thisbill protectsour childrenfrom drug
dealers and pedophiles, and it's unfortunate the
Dmocrats have put spedal intoest pressures ahead of
our children's safety," Crane said.

Democrats, unwilling to take another beating, folded,
voting unanimously for the bill in full committee. It

passed die House Tuesday by 410-2.
A D^nooatic staffer gripes, "There is not a single

member ofthe House who objects to the fimding to fight
diild pom, but Republicans constructed the vote in such a
way t^t avote against die bill can beframed as avote to
say Democrats fevor pomogrE5)hy. They added on the diild-
pom provision and the drug provision simply to fiwue us to
vote fi)r them. And we had to."

(Which tmses an intriguingnotion!Why arent
R^ublican members ofCongress attachinganti-pedophile
measures to everybill? What are they afiraid of?)
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Now that theyhave conquered the House Democrats
with bops pedophile tdmiges, House Republicans
aresicdngthetactic a^unsttheWhite House, wHoh

stillol^ects todieovertime jnovision. "Ourduldz^ are
under attadc lydnldpomogngdiers who preyonthem
over theIntouet Coi^le that widt the ocmstantpeddling
ofnarcotics to ourchildren you have a deadly
ocnnbinatimi thatwemust doeverything wecanto stop.
Thisis not atime finrpaxtisanafaip or special interest
influence," Commitiee BillArcher, R-Texas,
warned thepr^d^dus week.

The|H:e$ident, v/bo doesn't wantto be called squi^y
onmol^ters, wili probably cave. Oncehe does, peihaps
thetwo parties canabandcm thisimaginaiy ccmtroversy
andtaddediescourgediatacbially plagues Washington-
not child sexual ahus^ but child sexual abuse abuse.

Related In iSShiss

Ifyoumissedthelinkabouthowboguspedophilia
charges weredeployed during one 1998 political
campaign, dick hi^.

Related im the Web

ThejRsycto/ogica/Bulletin studyis not ondie Web,
hut you can read the APA's statanent about it Yon
can also read deiunciatiozisofthe study by Tom
Dj^jLgy, the Family Research Council, and Dr. Laura.
The RNCs pedophilia attacks onClinton are available
in its n^wsroojmi: Look fi>r "WhiteHouse Still
Spinmug 'Sexual Rdatlons.'" NAMBLA has removed
its praise for the APA study fiom its Wi^-dt9.

DavidPlots is a Sla^ senior writer. You can e-mail him
plotz(^iate.com.

Illustrations tjv Peter K^per,
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